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SwirT WRITING improved. 
CHAP. L 
The INTRODUCTION. 


7 HIS Improvement of the Art of 
BIG ſwift Writing, is not publiſh'd with 
the leaſt Intention to detract from 
tddbe Merit of any other Man's Per- 
cr. Beſides Swiftneſs, to which many 
others have directed their laudable Endeavours, 
and which is here alſo duly regarded, a peculiar 
Intention is purſu'd, that is not ſo much as 
attempted in any Book or Scheme of Short 
Hand that I know or ever heard of. That is, 
to ſuit the Alphabet to the Utterances of the 
Language. - 
"Tis well known that in writes Engliſh, we 
© uſe the ſame Letter ſometimes for one Sound, 
and ſometimes for another, and now and then 

5 3 ; a 


6 INTRODUCTION. 


a Letter for no Sound at all; the ſame Sound 
is ſometimes written by one Letter, ſometimes 
by another, and ſometimes by two together. 
Faults that viſibly and neceſſarily begin from 
the Inſufficiency of the Alphabet, and muſt 
needs multiply by the Want of Skill, which 
that Inſufficiency makes difficult to attain : 
eſpecially as that Way of Spelling which 1s 
vſually counted the moſt correct, is not only 
not free from theſe Irregularities, but directs us 
to practiſe them. = 
Not to ſay how much other Confulion i is 
thus added to the natural Imperfections of our 
Language, we may at leaſt juſtly, with Dr. 
Holder, impute theſe Conſequences, * To 
1 render the Language more Uifficult to be 
% learn't, needleſly to advance Orthography 
4 jnto a troubleſome and laborious Art, and to 
e hide the Nature of Letters in Obſcurity.“ 
And conſequently on the other Side, from an 
Alphabet truly Philoſophical theſe Advantages 
may fairly be expected. He that is Maſter of 
it, may if he pleaſes expreſs in Writing his 
on Pronunciation, or any other that he has a 
Mind to repreſent; it is a natural (and with the 
Aſſiſtance of ſufficient Skill in the reſpective 
Language infallible) Inſtrument of teaching 
Foreigners to progounce Engliſh; and if it 
were 


INTRODUCTION, 7 
were brought into Uſe for that Purpoſe, wou'd 


make the Art of Reading eaſy to weak Capa- 


cities, and ſooner learn't by at leaſt three 


Fourths of the uſual Time; and the Danger of 


a; n wrong twou' d take almoſt quite away. 
That the Alphabet taught in this Book is 


ſuch an Alphabet I dare not affirm, but ſuch 
etwas my Aim to make it, at leaſt as far as 1 


cou d conſiſtently with Swiftneſs of Writing, 


and Facility of Learning. Care is taken (I 
mean in the Conſonants and that Sett of Vow- 


els deſcribe'd in the Appendix) to give every 


Character one Power of its own, in which no 
other Character is allow'd to interfere; Simple 


Utterances and Articulations are repreſented 


generally by ſimple Strokes; if any Reader 
' ſhall happen to be of Opinion, that ſome ſimple 
Strokes are put to repreſent compounded ones, 


he may if he pleaſes reject them, tho worth. 
retaining if it be but for the Advantage of 
Swift Writing, both as affording other Com- 
: pendiums, and being Compendiums themſelves, 
The Vowels of the firſt Sett are but in the 


main anſwerable to thoſe of the common Al- 
phabet, and tho' rather eaſier to learn, liable to 


much the fame Confuſion : for which Reaſon 
every Learner is requeſted, before he practiſes, 


to Res the Appendix, in which tis attempted 
A 4 to 
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8 The ALPHABET. 
to compleat the Engliſh Alphabet with a Sett 
of Vowels; which may ſeem at firſt Sight per- 
haps ſomewhat uncouth to learn, but in Truth 


will ſcarce coſt him three Hoori Study extra- 


ordinary, if he does but take the Method to 


learn them which 1 is there directed. 


And as for the Length of the Inſtructions, 
either in Book or Appendix, let it not diſcou- 
rage you in the leaſt; do but put them in 


pradtice, and then you need not fear but you'll 


remember them well enough, 'Tis by writing 
that we learn 0 write. i N 11 


CHAP nr 


Of Wrinng out the ALPHABET 


I the firſt Place provide yourſelf 1 


rule'd with a red or faint Line, or with a 


ſtrong Line on the Back- ſide, about ſixteen 
Inches long; or if you chooſe to divide that 
Length into two or more, let your Lines not 
be leſs than three quarters of an Inch aſunder. 
Upon that tranſcribe the Conſonants which 
you will find Plate 1. Line 1, 2, and part of 
the third; obſerving to ſet he frſt Dot or 


Point a little above the Line, the ſecond i in the 


- Line, and the third a little below it; and pro- 


ceeding 
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The ALPHABET. 9g 


ceeding to make ſome Strokes touch the Line 


with their Bottoms, others with their Tops, 
and others lie along the Line, juſt as you will 
_ underſtand yourſelf to be directed by your Co- 
py; only it may be obſery'd, that the Learner 
ſhou'd be careful to make the ſloping Letters, 
rather more ſloping, (I mean nearer to Hori- 
2ontal) that they may be the plainlier diſtin- 
guiſh'd from thoſe that ſhou'd be perpendicu- 
lar, which will be apt to be ſlope'd a little, by 
the Hand of a Learner, Write them very 
carefully and exactly, large, and no matter how 
flow; and ſet them at ſufficient Diſtance one 
from another, to give fair and free Room to 
Write over their Heads their Names in | this 
Order following. 
Ta, ja, ba, va, be, de, em, en, ze, be, wa, ef, 
fa, ga, ha, el, ar, 2a, ing, ink, dba, tha, ſha, 
cba. Do this ſeveral Times over till you are 
ſure you have done it exactly right, That 
done, it will be convenient to write their 


Names over again in this next following Order, 


that is, in the Order. of the common Alphabet 
ſo far as it goes. Be, cha, de, aba, ef, ga, ha, 
Ja, ka, el, em, en, ing, ink, pe, ar, ſa, ſha, te, 


tba, va, wa, ya, 2a: Then ſet every Character 
under its Name: do it twice or thrice to avoid 


Miſtakes: keep a correct Copy of it, by which 
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10 OF the CONSONANTS. 


you may readily find any Character that you 
may chance to forget: and the new Names 


here given to ſome of them will be an Aſſiſt- 
ance to you in maſtering this or any Sett of 


Characters they ſhall be applied to. He that 


will learn to write, muſt write. 


CHAP. III. 
i Remarks on the ConsonanTs, eſpeci- 
ally of this Alphabet, Z 
=” FORDS FO common Spelling 


are begun with wh are in univerſal 
Pronunciation, if the h be pronounc'd at all, 
begun with be... If the Learner delights in 
Analogy he may rectify this in the Uſe of theſe 


Characters, And this is mention'd in the firſt 
Place, becauſe it is fo —_ in this Specimen 
where Inſtances occur, 


. Words alſo that are commonly ſpelt be- 


* with En, are generally pronounced as 
with hn; though ſometimes with ꝝ only: this 


1 have uſed myſelf to neglect, t perhaps 
worth regarding. 


3. When c is to be pense ſoft or hif- 
ling like /; you are to expreſs it by /a; when 


ut 


Of the CONSONANTS. 11 
4. Ga is only to be uſe d when ſounded hard 
or clear; the ſoft or ſpungy Sound of 8 like / 
muſt be expreſs'd by ja. 

5. When ch is pronounce'd hard and clear 
like &, as in Chriſt, cha is not to be us'd but 
ka, cha is to be uſe'd in Church and the like. 
6. Dba is intended for that Sound of 70, 
that begins the Word thy: tha begins the 
Word Thigh. Not that the firſt is really com- 
pounded of d and þ, nor the ſecond of z, and B, 
but do indeed each of them merit their ſeveral 
Character. 
7. In ſuch Words a8 Angel range, change, 
remember to uſe not ing, but en- ja. ; 
8. Ing is ſomething different from ng, as 
may appear in pronouncing the Word angry, 
which will be found to be compoſe'd of theſe 
| two o Syllables ang-gry, not ang-ry, nor an-gry. 
9. 2, is a ſuperfluous Letter, being never 
aſe d in the common Alphabet without 2, and 
their joint Pronunciation in Engliſh is com- 
pounded of & with w: and Aa with wa in this 
Character doth well enough expreſs, repreſent 
both its Figure and Sound. 
10. When / is to be pronounced hifing = 
ſharp, expreſs it by /; but when whizzing, 


| thick, n like 2, uſe 20, 
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12 Of the CONSONANTS, 
11. That ſoft Sound of fs in occaſion, deri- 
on, confuſion, is well enough expreſs'd by 20 


ya, and conveniently for Swift Writing; but it 


might, not unjuſtly, be counted, as a fimple 
Conſonant, to merit a Character of its own. 


12. In the Termination tion remember to 
uſe not te, but ſha. Sha is not the united 
Powers of / and hy it is a ſimple Conſonant 
different from both. 15 
13. Ka and ſa ing 6 ot Back to Back form 
a Character well enough reſembling x, and 
their Sounds o united expreſs the Sound of it. 
14. V tho! call'd a Conſonant is form'd by 
the ſame Motion of the Lips as the Vowel in 
Foot; and if the Sound were to continue in the 
ſame Poſition for a ſenſible Length of Time, 


it wou'd actually be that ſame Vowel; there-⸗ 


fore it is not only allow'd a Figure among the 
Conſonants, but may alſo in the Appendix be - 
found among the Vowels; and may be expreſs'd 
by either Character, as ſhall ſuit the Enters 
or Accuracy of the Writer. 15 
WO ho Conſonant alſo bears the ſame Reſpect | 
to the long Vowel in Sheet ; only if any diffe- 
rence be beſkden Length, it is that y makes the 
Paſſage ſomething ſtraiter with the Ball of the 
Tongue; as may be perceiv'd in ſpeaking the 
Word yield or geld, if you can; for there are 


many 


Ot the CONSONANTS. 13 
many that perpetually Pronounce it eeld or 
Eeeld. 
16. Ink is compounded of i ing (not 40 with 
ka, and its Character is admitted, becauſe more 
| towardly to write, than the other two jointly. 
C ba alſo is admitted, and ja retain'd for the like 
! Reaſon; nor will theſe with ſome others, that 
are added becauſe neceſſary to compleat the 
1 Engliſh Alphabet, give the Reader any thing 
near ſo much extraordinary Trouble in learn- 
ing, as he may find Advantage, and Sn, 
dium in the Uſe of them. 
| Having taken eſpecial Notice of the firſt, 
* third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, tenth, and 
_ twelfth of theſe Remarks, taking any thee or 
four of the Conſonants, write them over and 
! over, always pronouncing every Letter's Name 
| with your Voice, at the Inſtant you make the 
Stroke with your Pen; then do the ſame with 
three or four others, and ſo go through them 
all; and after that, taking more and more at 
once, practiſe to write them forwards, back- 
Wards, and in any Order, till you find yourſelf 
able to ſtrike any one of them inſtantly when 
named, 
Then juſt take a View of both Setts of 
Vowels, tranſcribe them, with their numeral 
Figures, not over, as over the Conſonants, but 
under 
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14 Of JOINING. 


under them: becauſe when you come to uſe. 


them, they are to be place'd about half a Quar- 
ter of an Inch above the Line of the Conſonants. 


This for the preſent will be enough to know = 


| Vowels from Conſonants when you ſee them. 


The firſt Sett mark't 1, 2, 3, 3, 4. $, an- 
| ſwer to a e i (and Vowel y) o, u, and need 
no farther Explanation, only that the firſt 3 
ſtands for i long, and the ſecond 3 for i ſnort: 
but perſuade yourſelf if you can, to learn a 
compleat Sett of Vowels, and turn to the Ap- 
pendix, where you will find Inſtructions for it; 
or elſe let Vowels reſt till you meet with fur- 


ther DireQions about them. 


tween 1 ſhould be made to touch, if they 
can conveniently; or at leaſt, be ſet cloſer to- 


gether than where a Vowel is ſounded between : 
them, 


2. Thoſe Letters whoſe ne Place i is o 5 
lie * the Line, may lye a little * or 
a 


of JOINING. 


A Jonſonants that ſtand together in the 
ſame Word, without any Vowel be- 


. a 
N N " a 4 - 0 
8 3 a WWW nne . . ah ae omen dt a plinnls” Re, e 
nat nee %- DEE PII ES — 4 ae N N * 2+ 9 r a 3 : 
. a a > 2 2 "0 2 4 K : 2 6 ERA wo Sr" ö 5 EI TT; 5 8 0 
. 3 3 TIE SORES Ne e 3 WWW 8 12 122 J%%% ͤ˙· .wuÜ CES 0 
2 N / a Eb "Sep 5 8 1 p I 5 Ne 2% LE 5 2 | s . 5 


e 


ſtinguiſhable by their not being join'd, And el 
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2 little lower for the convenience of Joining; 
and ſo may ing and inꝶ if there be Occaſion. 


3. The ſtrait Letters that riſe above, or dip 


below the Line, may be made as ſhort as you 
pleaſe, to ſuit the ſame Convenience. 


4. In joining ar-ga, ar-ka, ef-el, ſa-el, Part 


of each Letter may become Part of the other. 

5 When el Or ar 18 join'd to another Con- 5 
ſonant, you need make but a little Bit of it, 

| 15 enough to ſhew which Way the Turn is 


to go, In Praife, prize, preſent, &c. ar may 


1 Fay repreſented by a fine Stroke continu'd from Sg 
the Bottom of the pe til it joins the a0, and 
ſo in Prayer. : 


6. De and fe may both be ſtruck at one 


5 Snoke; but then, though fe do lie ſomewhat 
behind, yet de moſt be underſtood to be the 
firſt of the two: obſerve the like in ga- el, ka- 
1 a, when thus join'd; not forgetting be-pe. 


2. You'l find ſome Conſonants of that Na- 


ture, or Situation, that there muſt undoubtedly 
be a Vowel between them. When this is the 
Caſe, they may be join'd notwithſtanding : for 
Inſtance, the Terminations ing, eth, ance, and, 
ant, may be join'd to the foregoing Conſonant 
without Scruple; except there be two Vowels 


between them, which Caſe is to be made di- 


or 
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16 Of JOINING. 
or ar when thus join'd to another Conſonant 
with a Vowel between them, ſhould have its 
compleat Form; which will diſtinguiſh the 
Caſe from that where they are made —— 
having no Vowel between. 
Note, Words commonly ſpelt as ending 
with ble, ale, fle, Rle, ple, &c, in Pronunciation 
have always a ſhort Vowel ſounded before the 7 
Iz; therefore in this Writing, the el ſhould . | 
be join'd to the foregoing Conſonant; not for |: 
the Sake of Exactneſs only, but alſo to diſtin. = |: 
guiſh the Caſe from that where the Word ends |: 
with bly, &c. where the e muſt always be | 
| Join'd, There are ſome Words ending with re | 
liable to the ſame Obſervation, © All Words in 
their Nature 41 ftinguiſhable ſhould be expreſs d 
diftinguiſhably. 1 
8. Words are to be Gparitel 2 little wider, 
Members of Sentences, Paragraphs, &c. wider 
ſtill. It may ſeem to be Matter of too much 
Curioſity for common Uſe; and yet perhaps 
Cuſtom and Habit would make it ealy; to | 
WE. --- leave Spaces Proportionable to the Length of x 
WE: | all Pauſes, 1 5 8 
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ABBREVIATION. 17 
CHAP. V. 
of ABBREVIATION. 


s this Character is much intended for 
4X faving of Time in Writing, and as People 
often have Occaſion for quicker Diſpatch than 
can poſſibly be made with alphabetical Cha- 
racters in full Spelling and Orthography; the 
following Rules of abridging Words are offer d: 
of which the Learner may take more or leſs 
| into his Practice, according to that Degree of 
|. Diſpatch he intends to qualify himſelf for. 
1. When the Writer is in any Degree or -. 
- Haſt, moſt if not all Vowels may be omitted: 
The Scheme of this Alphabet is contrive'd on 
Purpoſe that they may be omitted commodi- 
7 ouſly: and many Pieces of Writing may eaſily 
be read without them, ben th-t nd-rſt-nds th 
1 L-ng-ge, nds -cq-nt-d w-th th $-bj-&, ſp-c- 
l- f H. h- v b-n sd td t. But Shaver | is 
thus written in Haſt without Vowels, ſhould 
| foon be look d over again at Leiſure : and then 
if the Writer thinks fit, he may put every 
Vowel in its Place, or at leaſt enow to prevent 
M.iſtakes in Reading. This Rule is no Burden 
J 8 to 


18 ABBREVIATION. 
to the Memory, no Interruption to the 
Thoughts while one is writing, nor liable to 


Errors in the haſty Performance. 
2. All Conſonants that are not pronounce” d 


may be left out, and moſt doubled Conſonants 


may be left fingle; being there will always be : 
Room to double them at Leiſure, 5 
3. When there are enow written, Vowels or 
Conſonants, to ſhew what the Word muſt be, 
the reſt may be omitted: For Inſtance in the | 
| Termina-tion n may generally be omitted, in 
ble l, in neſs 6,in ful l, in & t; Se. 
When the Reader may be ſuppoſe'd to know 
that the Ends of two Lines Rime to each 
other, the Rime may ſafely and unqueſtionably 
be left ſhort in one of them if not both, 
Where e'er you find the cooling Weſtern Breeze, 
In the next Line it whiſper's through the Tr 
If cryſtal Streams with pleaſing Murmurs cr 
The Reader's threaten'd not in vain with 81 


4. Sometimes a Conſonant may 1 1 


in the middle of a Word, that is, if there be 
but enow before or after to ſhew what the 
Word muſt be: fo in the Prepoſition con n 
may commonly be omitted, in di/ ſ, in prof 1, 
in Feſt 1; and upon Occaſion any Letter that 
doe s not towardly join to that it ought, to be 
ven 
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join'd to, may be omitted in haſt, and inſerted 
afterward, However this ſhou'd rather not be 
J practis d, except in Words that the Writer has 
conſider'd of beforehand; and the ſame Cau- 
tion is till more : requiſite in the following 
Rule. 

5. When the Writer is well noqualmed with 
his Subject and perfect in the Character, he 
may indulge farther Liberties; ſuch as joining 
Letters that happen to be conveniently joinable, 
2? tho' againſt the Rules of Joining; or omitting 
2 Conſonant or two, though the reſt be not 
: quite enow to ſhew what the Word muſt be, 
6. The longer any Word is, the more ſafely | 
and conveniently may every Sort of Liberty be 
taken, and that extended even to two or three 
] Words, if they be ſuch as frequently come to- 
7 gether. Many Words made ambiguous by the 
Practice of theſe Rules may quickly be made 
ungqueſtionable by inſerting a Vowel or two, 
more conveniently perhaps than by ſo many 


IOConſonants. 


2 7. The farther One proceed's i in a Diſcourſe, 

or even in a Sentence, the more Liberties may 
be taken: and more in a long Sentence or Diſ- 
! courſe than in a ſhort one. The Reaſon for 
| a Ln yu as You practiſe ; and will ſoon 
8 | B 2 make : 
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make You ready at diſtinguiſhing the ye 
Opportunities. 


8. Beſide the Compendiums proper to this 
Character and common to all Subjects, there 
are others ſuitable to all Characters, ſome of 
which are more Proper to certain Subjects and 
Sciences. Therefore it may be uſefull for a 

Man to conſider what He ha's moſt Occaſion 

to write upon, and to make a Catalogue of 

thoſe Words that are like to take up moſt of 
his Time in writing; either becauſe They 
occurr often, or confiſt of many Letters, or 
thoſe untoward to join; and contrive to ab- 
bridge them Himſelf according to the fore- 
z going Rules, or pick what He can find of them 
in the Table p. 22. 23. If He can't do that to 
his Mind, repreſent them by ſome arbitrary or 

: ſymbolical Mark (ſuch as there is great Choice 

of in Rich, Maſon and others) or by their Ini- 

 tials, either in this Alphabet made viſibly 
larger, or any other that He knows and can 


nimbly write, 
9. But, in ſhort, Terms of Art may upon 


Occaſion be quite omitted: the Writer under- 
ſtanding the Matter may add them afterwards ; ; 
and if not, another may. 
10. In Caſes of extraordinary Diſpatch, as 
writing after nimble Speakers, a Writer having 


Eh Himſelf 
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Himſelf a good Memory and Judgement in the 
Matter of Diſcourſe, or aſſiſted by thoſe that 


have, may content Himſelf with writing only 
the firſt Conſonant of every Word, or with 


the ſecond if join'd to it. Upon Mr. Bale's 


capital Rule, which is parallel to this, Mr. 
Coles make's this judicious Remark, *© And 
e the Truth is, if Things were but tranſcrib'd 
at Length (or only review'd and corrected) 
„while the Matter is freſh in Mind, then 
half that Niceity (which otherwiſe is requiſit) 
might at firſt writing well be ſpare d, even 
by an ordinary Memory.” 
Theſe Rules may (all except the firſt) be 
aſcfull in any Alphabet, when Diſpatch is 
mainly requiſit; but tis viſible how by the 
Contrivance of this, the firſt eſpecially is na- 
turally and commodiouſly practicable, and much 


Ln 


of that Ambiguity remove'd, which Com- 


pendiums are apt to create in Alphabets not 
copigus enough, or improperly copious. 
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| CHAP. 84 
a of * R AC Tt 0 E. 


| | 5 * TAV] NG well confider'd the Rules of 
<< Ei Abbreviation, copy out into your uſual 
_ ne Writing two or three Pages of the Spe- 
1 : _ cimen, which conſiſt's onely of Conſonants: | 
leaving ſufficient Blanks for the Vowels, which | 
are omitted; and for ja, Ia , fa, 2a, which being = 
liable to dome Uncertainty, it may be proper 
for the Learner to let alone till He is ſure of 
them. Look it over twice at leaſt, and at the | 
third Time, put in as many of them and of the |Þ 
Vowels as You do know, and be eaſy about 
the reſt, However recollect if Vou can from 
whence the Matter is taken, or turn to Chap. 1 
and there Vou'l ſee what it is. Peruſe and | 
compare them, and then lay them: by. The 
next Time You take it up try to read it in the 
Character, and conſult the Print as often as 
You find it neceſſary, When You have thus | 
gone through the Specimen to Plate 8, it will Þ 
be Time to make your Choice of a Sett of | 
A Vowels ; of which that Sett mark't 1,2,3,3,4,5, | 
ll  - will do as well as any other five, and rather 
11 better than the common fix : but the other 
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. 4. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, deſcribed in the 
Appendix is upon many Accounts greatly pre- 


ferable, If You have been diſcourage' d at 


Them before, now look at Them agus. and 
take Courage. 


N. The Vowels of Ader ett may, if the ; 
Writer pleaſes to make Room enough 1 in and 


between his Lines, be diſtinguiſh'd into long 
and ſhort, by makeing them of a greater or leſs 
Size, and the accented by being place'd ſome- 
thing higher than the reſt. Putting the Dot 


or Point for the Cifer, the nine Vowel Cha- 


racters deſcribe'd in the Appendix may be uſe'd 


for the nine arithmetical Digits, and in that 
Capacity place'd if you pleaſe upon the ſame 
Line with Conſonants, as if the Conſonant zz 


ſhou'd repreſent o, & I, el 2, en 3˙ be 4, de 5. 


ar 6, va 7, ⁊a 8, ga 9. | | 
In practiſing to write them, forget not, hat 
as Vowels they are to be place d almoſt a 


quarter of an Inch above the Line; and minde, 


as You did with the Conſonants, ever to pro- 
nounce the Sound or Name of each Vowel 
with your Voice, at the Inſtant of maxing the 


Stroke. 


When Maſter of ker Sett, then tranſcribe” 
into your common Writing the Specimen Plate 


9, or rather that Viagte 103 each of which is 
„  furniſh'd 
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| furniſh'd with a convenient Share of Vowels, 
3 = Plate 9 from the Five, and Plate 10 from the 
mas nine: Plate 10. is fill'd a little fuller with 
| 5 Vowels onely to give the Learner the more Op- 
portunities of obſerving and comparing thei: 
Powers; not becauſe it required more of 
Them than of the others to make the Specimer 
Wi legible. If You miſs any Vowel that You | 
= - cannot ſupply, or meet with any Diphthong 
: that You cannot explain, let it paſs. However 
tranſcribe what You have done back again from 
your common Hand Writing into the Cha- 
. racters, and peruſing it again, add [to the beſt 
of your Judgement] ſo many Vowels as You 
| \. think wou'd have been ſufficient to make it 
1 legible. Then peruſe again your Copy of com- 
%%% Writing and fill up as many Vowels as 
You can. Once more tranſcribe the Con- 
ſonants into Characters, and add as many 
 Vowels as You think neceſſary. Compare again 
with the printed*; and if You find your Self 
miſtaken any where, add ſuch Vowel or 
Vowels as wou'd have prevented your Miſtake. 
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Or were his Muſe for Elegy unfit, "fo 
Perhaps a Diftich might not ſtrain his W : 
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: Perhaps I need not tell You, that when „ 
or O ſtand alone, they ſhou'd always be written 
aſſoon as there is Time for it; and ſo ſhou'd a 
Vowel beginning or ending a Word moſt com- 
monly; but any other ſhort unaccented Vowel 


will ſcarce ever need to be written at all. 

Now write out ſome Things of your own 
Let the firſt be ſuch as You can ſay 
by heart, next, if You pleaſe, tranſcribe this 


Book and Appendix, When You can write and 
read theſe readily, then take new Subjects; let 
every Piece lie by to be peruſe d in it's Turn a 
Week or a Fortnight after; 


then compare 
with the Original and add the neceſſary Vowels. 


Vou'l find as You go on fewer and fewer Vowels 
will be needful, and in a very little Time will 
learn to know which are needful and which 
not, and be qualifie'd to uſe the Liberties of the 


third and following Rules of Abbreviation. | 

However, if You happen to have the Con- 
venience of a Fellow-Student, or the Author 
it will be uſeful to 
ſend Writings and take one another's Judge- 


ment upon Jour: Doubts and 1 ” 


| Though 


11 Epigram offend, is harmleſs Lines 
Might | in gold Letters ſwing on Alehouſe 8 
No Dad 5 Journey 1 to Exeter. | 
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Though I have always thought and do think 
this Character to be capable of being written 


with Beauty; yet I expect moſt that learn it 
will rather chooſe to write it with Eaſe and 
Swiftneſs: and therefore I recommend it to 
Them, to uſe Themſelves to bear the Hand 
: lightly, and to form the Letters if They can 
rather by the Motion of the whole Hand, than 
of the Knuckles or middle Joints of the Fingers, 
with a Pen that yeild's the Ink at the leaſt 
Touch of the Paper, and held with its Neb 
rather towards the Thumb, in Poſture as if to 
draw a full Stroke from the Left above to the 
Right below. On Occaſions where the Con- 
tinuance of the Writing is not regarded, You 
may more commodiouſly manage a Pencil of 


black-Lead or red Chalk, or the beſt that I 


can think of, which is a Slate-Pencil upon a 
Slate. Round Tables are bad, the — the : 
worle. N 


CHAP. vn. 
of other LANGUAGES, 


Ir _ be doubted . a this Al- 


phabet contriv d with fo particular a View 
to the Engliſh, be « copable of being imploy'd 1 in 
foreign 
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foreign or antient Languages, As to foreign 


modern Languages; if the Learner be content 
to be guided by the Spelling, He has no more 


to do but to apply ſo many as He finds ſuffi- 


cient of the Conſonants and the five Vowels, and 
uſe Them as He doe's in Engliſh : but if He 


| has a Mind to perſue the Pronunciation, as 
with this Alphabet He may do, He muſt take 
Vowels from the nine; and as He poſſibly may 


meet with a Vowel or Conſonant whoſe Power 


is not repreſented in this Alphabet, He muſt 
in that Caſe invent a Character for it Himſelf, 


which if He intend's to communicate, it will 
be neceſſary to give an Account of that Situa- 
tion, or Motion of the Parts of the Mouth, 


Throat, Breaſt, and Way and Strength of 
Breath, by which the Sound or Effect of that 
Character is to be expreſs d: but then He will 
find an uncommon Advantage in expreſſing the 
Names of Perſons, Places, native Animals, 
5 Plants, Drugs, Se. which Travellers and Trans 


flators commonly make confuſe'd Work of, by 


ſtraining to expreſs Them according to the 


Spelling of their own Nation. e 
As to antient or dead Languages I hw no- 


| thing particular to add; but only ſhall venture 
| for inſtance to match the Letters of the He- 


brew (a Language of whoſe antient Pronuncia- 
tion ö 
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tion we have but a very imperfect Knowlege) 
with a Sett pick'd out of theſe Conſonants, 
and out of the nine Vowels deſcribe'd in the 
Appendix. Not that I imagin any ſuch Uſe 
will ever be made of them in Swift Writing, 
but becauſe I can by this deſcribe, to one that 
underſtand's the Uſe of theſe Characters in 
Engliſh, a certain Method of pronouncing He- 
brew Scripture, which may probably have in it 
as much of the genuin Pronunciation of that 
Language as any other now in Uſe with us; at 
leaſt is conſiſtent with it's ſelf, and conſequent- 
ly eaſier to learn than ſuch Pronunciations as 
are uſually got by ſtudying the Points: eafier 
indeed than ever it cou'd be to learn to read 
Engliſh, or any other Language in Europe, in 
its native Pronunciation, by ſo defective : an Al- 
5 phabet as the common one. = 
Write out the Hebrew Alphabet file; 4 = 
put to every Hebrew Letter it's correſpondent = 
Character, if a Conſonant at it's Foot, if a 
| Vowel over its Head, as you find them refer d 
to in the following Scheme, wherin every Con- 
ſonant is repreſented by it's Name, and every 
Vowel by it's arithmetical 
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N. I. long; | | 1. em; 
„ -:DE3 35 3. 1 
2 ga; | d. fa; 
A vy. 3, or 6 
„ % D. ef; 

3. 8. or Wa; . . 2à ya, as 


. in Occaſion; 
i: 7, 23. longs © FP. „„ 


| D. te; So „ Te -- W'h | 
N 4 long, or ya; D. ma; 


Practiſe to name or found each Hebrew 
Letter according to the Expreſſion of the cor- 
I e Character or Characters: and when 
you read you may take the Liberty, whenever 
| you want a Vowel between two Conſonants, 
| to put in the Sound of a ſhort 2, at your Plea- 
ſure; do the fame between any Vowel and n 
final. In the Caſe of dubious Letters ) and, 
| there is ſo little Difference between each Vowel 
and it's reſpective ſuppoſe d Conſonant, that you 
need not ſcruple in them, much leſs in 5, to 
| pleaſe your own Fancy: and keeping within 
| theſe Limits may depend upon it, that Reading 
| ſhall repreſent to the Ear, the ſame Letters, fo 
many and no more, as the Writing preſents to 
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32 LANGUAGES, 
the Eye. It muſt be confeſs'd, that cha fre- 


quently repeated makes a diſagreeable Sound; 
if any Man can recollect a pleaſanter, that 


wou'd ſuit the Greek X, and at the ſame Time 


would be eaſily diſtinguiſh'd from K, I ſhall. 
commend him for ufing, and thank him to 
communicate it. After all, if the Reader ſhall 
happen to be of Opinion that this Pronunciation 

of Hebrew is not worth learning for it's own 

Sake; at leaſt it may ſerve for an Example to 


ſhew, how any given Pronunciation of that or 


any other Language may eaſily be communi- 
cated with the Help of a ſufficient Alphabet, 
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Of Engliſh Vowel. 


'N the common Engliſh Alphabet are no 
more than ſix Letters that are call'd Vows 
els, and two of theſe having in that Capa-- 
city one and the ſame Power, conſequently the 
fix Letters anſwer the Effect and Conveniency 
of but five Vowels, But if you attend to the 
Sounds of the Engliſh Language as they are 
utter'd by the Voice, you may diſtinguiſh at 
leaſt nine; provided you minde to diſtinguiſh 
| them, not by the Spelling, but by your Ear: as 
1 %%% 7-0-0 
Long. Arm Ale eat Eel all O ooze Herb 

Short. Am Ell it of up good 
Theſe few Examples wou'd he {ufficient, pro- 
* vided the Author and Learner do but agree in 
the Pronunciation of them : but as that cannot. 
be depended upon, ſome Obſervations are added 
upon Variety of Spelling and pronouncing, with 
more Examples of each Vowel; in which, if 
we ſhall happen to agree, it may reaſonably be 
preſume'd, we underſtand one another right. 

„ Ee — . 
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As the common Alphabet doe's not afford 
every one of theſe Vowels a Character, fo 
neither is common Spelling fo confiſtent as it 
might have been, in the Uſe of what it doe's 
afford; and ſo one that is much guided by it, 
wall be apt to miſtake one Vowel for another, 
a Vowel for a Diphthong, and the contrary. 
Thus, the firſt Vowel long in Arm, ſhort in 
am, and the ſecond long in Ale are all ſpelt 
with an a, but if you pronounce thoſe Words 
right with Deliberation, the Vowel in Arm 
and am will be found to be the ſame, and that 
in Ale to be different enough, The ſecond [| 


= Vowel long 1 in Ale, and ſhort in Ell being ſpelt 


with different Letters may be fancy'd to be 
different Vowels, but if you pronounce Ell 


clearly and with Deliberation, will be found to | 


be the ſame except in Length only. 


A ſimple Vowel may be diſtinguiſh d from 
2 Diphthong by the Ear, by this Rule. The 
Sound of a ſingle Vowel continu's the ſame 
from firſt to laſt if drawn out never ſo long: 
therefore, if before you have done you hear 
yourſelf making a different Sound from what 
you begun with, then you have ſounded at 
leaſt a Diphthong, which takes two Sounds in- 
to one Breath, or perhaps a Triphthong which 
takes three, Thus the firſt Vowel in Heart, 
8 2 Langb,; 
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laugh; the ſecond in great, Bear, head; the 
third in eat, fjeve, Breech; the fourth in fe, 
grief; the fifth in Jaw, fault, George, road . 
Cough; the ſixth in Rood; and the eighth in 


too, you, being uſually ſpelt with two Letters, 


commonly pals for Diplithongs; but if examin d 


by the foregoing Rule will be found to be 


ſimple Vowels. In like m manner the common 
Engliſh Sound of i long and of u long, will be 
found to be Diphthongs though not e 


fo reputed, 


Many more ſuch Obſervations may the 


Learner make by himſelf in peruſing the Ex- 
amples of the following Table. 
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The Cauſe of the greateſt Difficulty lie's in 
this, that the different Pronunciations of the 
; ' fame Word in different Parts of the Nation, 
5 may cauſe What is mean't of one Vowel or 
Diiphthong by the Writer, to be underſtood of 
x another by the Reader, Peruſe therefore the 
: foregoing Table, pronounce every Word of it 
as diſtinctly and clearly as you can; and make 
£ it your Buſineſs to obſerve whether you cou'd, 
of your Accord and without purpoſeing ſo to. 
do, pronounce every Word in the ſame Column 
with the ſame Vowel, and all Words in diffe- 
rent Columns with different : for if not, then 
the Author's Pronunciation and yours muſt be 
fomewhere materially different; the Cauſe of 
4 which Difference you ought to know, and may 
7 probably diſcover in the following Remarks. 
But be pleas'd to underſtand, that when the 
Pronunciation of particular Counties: or Ruſtics, 
of the Polite, or illiterate is mention'd, it is not 
with Intention either to recommend or cenſure ; 
but in Compliance with the Opinion of the 
Public; the Purpoſe and End of every Remark 
being to give the Reader Opportunity to diſcern 
the Deſcription of his own Pronunciation, and 
what Likeneſs or Unlikeneſs it bears to that in- 
tended by the Author in the ſeveral Monoſyl- | 
ables that compoſe that Table. „ 
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>  AVPPENDILE. 
Remarks * particular Vowzrs. 


HE firſt vowel is hardly ever eſſen- 


the ſame Word, according to the Faſhion of 
Places, or Humour of particular Perſons : and 
the ſame may be obſerv'd of ſome rr Hr 


| bles ſpelt with other Vowels. 
Inſtead of the firſt Vowel the Northern 
Counties uſually ſound the fifth; and ſo do il- 
literate Perſons in many other Parts. 
In laugh, half the ſecond is founded long by 
many, for inſtance in Notttnghamſhire, and in 
the firſt Syllable of Father (ruſtically) in Nor- 
Folk, in the firſt of Water in Leiceſtenſbire, and 
elſewhere: theſe four Examples being pro- 
nounce'd each with three different Vowels in 
different Places, 1, 2, 5. 
2. For the FIRE Vowel the Northern are 
apt to ſound the firſt, and ſometimes the fifth. 
Great is pronounced by ſome in the Midland 
with the third, by others with the fourth long, 


and others with the third ſhort. Head 1 in the 


Midland with the third long or ſhort, in Ner- 


folk with the third, and more northerly. with 
the firſt ſhort, 1 3. 


tially long except before an r; but in 
| other Situations is pronounce'd long or ſhort i in 


a , ax 
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N 
3. In Leiceſterſbire, Bay, lay, may, Tail, &c. 


are commonly pronounce'd with the third 


Vowel, but more emphatically with the fourth. 


For the third Vowel long the Northern (for 


inſtance Lancaſhire) frequently ſound the ſe- 
_ cond long; L.iceſterſbire the lame third Vowel, 
but ſhort, as 17 for eat. 


For the third ſhort the Northern often . 


fourth long; as feel for Ack. 


Mr. Kirkby is of Opinion that the third 
Vowel doe's not occur ſhort; nevertheleſs when 
Syllables that he take's to be ſounded with the 
fourth ſhort are prolong'd in Melody, Scorn, 
Reproach, Expoſtulation and ſuch Emphatical | 


Expreſſions, the third I think is manifeſtly 
Z ſounded in Them, and not the fourth. The 
Dot or Point therefore being an equally fit 


Abbridgement of either Character, leave's it 


fairly to the Readers Judgement, 


4. The fourth Vowel is the Sound of i long to 

moſt of our northern Counties; and fo far as I 

know, to.all Europe except Engliſh Men. 
In Leiceſterſbire, Bay, Dar. lay, pay, &c. 


are emphatically Frogger with this Vowel 
only. 


5. For the fifth long the fixth is often 


ſounded; as in Syllables ſpelt with au, or aw, 


by many in the North; and in broad, ſort, &c. 
5 8 there 
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there and elſewhere. War, warm, what, are 


often ſounded with the firſt; and the firſt Syl- 
lable of Water with the ſecond, In fome Mid- 
land Places, Cough, long, Tongs are commonly 


pronounce'd with the enn and To angue with 


the fifth. 
All, call and ſome more ſuch are founded 


in the Welt with the firſt, 


To pronounce though? brought, and the like, 


with the fifth Vowel onely, ſeems to be a mo- 


dern Faſhion; there being ſome Perſons in al- 


moſt all Places, that continue to pronounce ſuch 


Words with a Diphthong compounded of the 
fifth and eighth. | 


6. For the ſixth long, People far North po. 


nounce ſome the n others the third; in 


Leiceſterſhire ſometimes the fifth, as in choſe, 
but more frequently the ſeventh as in Rope, 
cloſe, So the Word Stone is variouſly pro- 
nounce'd with 2, 3, 5, 6, 7. i, e. Stane, Stean, 
Ston, Stone, Stun. 
In many Places, Door, poor, goe, TY &c-. | 
are affected to be pronounce'd with the eighth. 


The Particle 70, being naturally very ſhort, 


s often careleſly nrononnce'd with the ſeventh 
or a 66 ſo is s any ſhort PRs ſpelt with 


th 
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7. The Sound of the ſeventh, Mr. Kirkby 
ſay's, is ſcarce known to the Inhabitants of the 
North, who always uſe the ſhort Sound of the 


eighth Vowel inſtead of it. But I have often 
heard North Britons pronounce it, though not 
in it's own Place; as fluff for flif, Tufin for my 
Name Tiffin; and more ſoutherly Furty for forty 
is founded by the ſame Perſons, who contrary-- 
wiſe ſound 7thorty for thirty. 


I don't know that this Vowel is ever pro- 
nord long, except in Melody, Scorn, Re- 


proof, Expoſtulation, and ſuch emphatical Ex- 


preſſions, in which other ſhort Monoß yllables 


and final Syllables may be alſo prolong'd. 


8. For the eighth Vowel ſhort the Vulgar 


in ſome Parts of Norfolk | Lyn] pronounce the 
ſeventh ſhort, for the eighth long the Diph- 
thong (but commonly reputed fingle Vowel) 


u long; which Scotiſh Men often: uſe for the 
eighth ſhort, 


9. The ninth is a Vowel 1 7 ever heard 


but before an r accented; in which Situation 
the firſt is often pronounced inſtead of it; 
though the ſeventh in the fame Situation is 
much more like it. In Swift Writing it is of 


ſmall Concern, and ſcarce ever neceſſary to be 


written, There is a Vowel commonly pro- 
nounced " indiſtinctly between two Conſo- 


Ranks, 
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nants, whereof the latter is a liquid, the Abeent 
lying upon the next foregoing Vowel; as in 
Bottle, Schiſm, Button, Butter. Perhaps 'tis 
the ninth, perhaps only the proper Vocality of 
the ſubſequent Liquid; make what you can of 
it; though if you make — of 1 it, the Loſs 
is but ſmall, 
Many more Varieties of Pronunciation might 

be uſeful to mention by one whoſe Reſidencies 
or Journies qualify him to do it: and 'tis re- 
commended to the Reader to be trying what 


he can do that Way himſelf: but tis hope'd 
theſe Obſervations will be enough for the pre- 


ſent to prevent him from being impoſe d upon 
by any irregular Pronunciation of mine, which 
I am not conſcious of; and do intreat him to 


be as cautious, that his own do not miſlead him 


to miſapply the foregoing Remarks or Exam- 
ples. But if farther Satisfaction be require'd in 
this Matter, let him try what he Can male of 
the following — 


Account of the Vowzls in a Philoſo- 


phical Manner. 


Peking: is; e by See Modan I 
and Poſitions of the Lips, Tongue, Palate, | 
and 
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lad Windpipe, by which the Breath is driven, 
reſiſted, ſtopt and let go from the Wind-Pipe 
thro' the Lips or Noſtrils, and it's Paſſage 
form'd and figur'd 1 in ſuch Ways and Manners 


as are requiſit to utter ſuch Sounds as the Lan- 
guage ſpoken conſiſt's of, or ſuch Words, Part 
Lf that Language, as the preſent Intention re- 
quire' s. But wheras theſe Motions are made 
meerly for the fake of the Sounds, People com- 
Enonly regard the Motions themſelves ſo little, 
that even when they are making them they 
Barce know what Motion they nake. 
Reading is the Art or Habit of making ſuch 
Motions and Breatheings, as utter ſuch Sounds - 
| 5 anſwer to the known Sionifications of certain 
: arks call'd Letters; of ich ſome are call'd 
WV owels, and the reſt Conſonants. Conſonants 
| ry the Motions by which the Breath is 
briven, refiſted, ſtop'd, or let go: | Vorwels, . 
1 Phich here are chielly to be ade imply hs 
q>rming and figuring of the Paſſage through 
gyhich the Breath is to paſs, and from whence 
he Sound is to be utter'd : 8 becauſe one 
Ind the fame Motion doe's in ſore Inflances 
' perform Part at leaſt of both Diffices, therefore 
N be Letter that denote's it, become's am biguous, 
$ owel or Conſonant. ex. gr. w and y, 


Vowels 


44. APPENDIX... 
Vowels in the Engliſh Language are nin, 
and as Mr, K:rkby affirm's (I believe right“ 
no more. Each of theſe require's the Infid:: MW 
of the Speaker's Mouth to be form'd and 
gur'd, as near as I can judge, according to“ IM 
ſeveral following Deſcriptions. 1 
1, Lay the upper Side or Surface of MW c 
Tongue, all the Way, level (or nearly ſo) F 1 
the under Lip, with it's Edges juſt high enoup | a 
to lie againſt the upper Jaw-Teeth, uncloſe th: | f 
Lips quite to the Corners of the Mouth; ard 
in that Poſture you may ſound the Vowel th 
18 repreſented by the a in Bar, had, Fatber, Se 
2. Begin at the hinder Part to ſwell up 
Ball of the Tongue as far forward as the hinde 5 
F 


— — 


Part of the Bone of the Roof, and et it's Edge 3 
feel the upper Jaw-Gums; and the Vows 
ſounded in that Figure will be that intend 
by che a in Ale, and by the E in Ell. 
3. Advance the Swelling of the Tongu 
about half Way forward under the Bone of 
Roof, and let the Edges preſs the upper Jau. 
Gums a little; and there you meet the Von 
ſpelt with ea in eat; and as | think, that ips 
with i in z. 

4. Bring the Swelling as near as ever to tl: 
Roof of the Mouth nd fore Gum, hold t!! 
Edges of the Tongue ſomewhat ſtiff age 

| | ti 
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the upper Jaw-Gums; and ſo you may pro- 
nounce the fourth Vowel, as in See, ſeen, Eel, 


Kc. 


N. In theſe four forename'd Vowels, the 


Lips were to be uncloſe'd quite to the Corners 


of the Mouth, or very near; in the five follow- 
ing they muſt be cloſe'd a little, and to be ſure, 
a little more than they ſhou'd be in the firſt 
four, 

5. Sink the upper Surface of the I ongue all 
the Way below the Level of the under Lip, as 
low as ever you do {ſuppoſeing you to be an 
Engliſhman) when you ſpeak, and (the Mouth 
being cloſe'd a little at the Corners) the fifth 
Vowel will be ſounded, as in all, Jaw, Saul, 
trott, &c. 

6. Let. the hinder Part of the Tongue riſe a 
little, draw the Tip of it down inward, cloſe 
the Lips about one third Part at each Corner, 
and form a roundiſh Hole in the remaining 


| third Part in the middle, and this will give the 


Sound of the ſixth Vowel 6, Toe, ſole. 1 
7. Advance the Riſing or Swelling of the 


Tongue ſome what forwarder, let the Lips open 
again towards, but not quite, nor quite ſo near 


to the Corners of the Mouth as in the firſt four 


Vowels, the Tip of the Tongue ſtand ſlopeing 
downward with ſome little hollow Space under 


it; 
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it; and the Vowel fo ſounded, will be the 
venth, as in up, but, curl, come, &c. 
8. Do but advance the Lips forward fron: 
the fore-Gums, affecting the Form of a Spo 
and you can't miſs founding right the eight! 
Yowel in c 0026, too, Shoe, front, „ 


bs ſwift Writing is e e the leſs t 
to be nicely deſcribe d; however if the Learn 


is willing to give ſo much Attention, he m. 
hit upon e true Pronunciation of it, by place. 
ing his Lips and Ball of his Tongue as for t. 
firſt Vowel, and the 8912 of his Tongue as . 
the ſeventh. 

I do not pretend to affirm that each of thei. 
is the onely Way the reſpective Vowel can 
poſſibly be pronounce'd, nor am I quite ſur- 
there is no more Vowels in our Language 


however at leaſt for the preſent theſe Nine 
may be regarded as ſo many Terms fix'd and 


mcaſur'd out, by compariſon with which wc 


may make our Obſervations if either Foreigner» 


naturally ſubdivide them, or our own Country 
men, as they do meinst through Baſhful- 
neſs, ſometimes Affectation, ſometimes Doubt 


between one Vowel and other, a the Dif- 
ference. 


How. 


2 


SEA ⅛ ͤX'ñꝗn!; . —·w Fͤu 8 
D AN ot ES 


. * 2 2 y 4% n Rs 
8 2 Fre En on dr ext RRE 
5 Et i ny Wes INS able EAT pag; 

** r a x g * 


=% 


APPENDIX 47 


However, if after all this the Learner ha's 
not ſettl'd in his Mind clear Diſtinctions of 
the nine Vowels, it yet remain's, to apply him. 


ſelf to ſomebody that is Maſter of a true Eng- 


liſh Pronunciation, to teach him to 5 


15 8 


the fourteen Monoſyllables exemplihe'd p. 


of this Appendix, and as many as he will of 
thoſe in the Table p. 36, tranſcribeing and 


adding to it what ſeems to himſelf convenient. 
When he can do that, let him put over every 


| Vowel the Character which he will find at 
Top of the reſpective arithmetical Figure, 


Plate I. line 4. Do this three or four Times 


cover, no matter how flow, bat be ſure to do it 
exactly true, 


Then practiſe a little to lack over r the Words, 
and found the Vowel in each Word deliberately 2 
without expreſſing the Conſonants. Then be- 


ing provided with rale'd Paper, practiſe to write 
the nine Vowels about a Quarter of an Inch 
above the Line, forwards, and backwards, and 


in any mix d Order, ever minding to utter the 


Sound of the reſpective Vowel with your Voice, 

at the ſame Inſtant you ſtrike the Stroke with 
your Pen. Onely, if you find any Difficulty 
or Uncertainty in ſounding the Ninth, never 


trouble yourſelf about it ; but take care to make 
yourſclt ſo much Maſter of the reſt, as to be 


able 
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able to ſtrike any one of them inſtantly upon 
hearing it's Sound: and then I think you will be 
qualifie'd to teach yourſelf, in many Inſtances 
better, and with leſs Hazard of Miſtake than 
one can teach another the Nature— ; 


- Of 8 Diphthongs. 


dos Common Spelling being much 
more irregular | in expreſſing Diphthongs 
than in ſimple Vowels, and the Pronunciation 
of different Counties inexpreſſibly various; it 
may be proper for the Learners Incouragement 
to give ſome Account of 9 or 10 remarkable 
ones, and to put him in the Way of apprehend- 
ing what is to be known and . of the 
reſt when he meets with them. TS 
1. A Diphthong compounded of the Vowel: 
1-4 is much uſe'd by my Countrymen in Nor- 
folk, and very unpolitely I confeſs, eſpecially 
when with too much of 1, in Syllables ſpel: 
with a, ay, as play, plain, &c: which are more 
agreeably pronounce'd with 2-4, or defectively 
with 2 only; in Lezcefter/hire with 3 only, or Þ 
emphatically with 4; and by ſome People, in 
ſome Words, as Faith, with 5 only, a Soune f 
e call'd a ae. 


Mo 
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2. A Diphthong compounded of 1-8 is pro- 
nounce'd in raw, &c, but only by ſome in 


Suffolk that I know of; which are more agree- 


ably pronounce'd with 5 only: This Diphthong 


is mention'd eſpecially becauſe it will ſome- 


times occur in pronouncing Hebrew according 
to my Method. 


The Word You is by ſome | in Nor foll pro- 


nounce'd with this Diphthong 1-8, by others 


not much better with 2-8, Politer Perſons | 
affect to do it with 3-8, or with 8 only, and 
generally ſpeaking fewer Dipbthongs occur in 


polite Pronunciation than ruſtic. 


3-8 is the genuin Engliſh of u long, which, 


ſome Perſons not able to hit upon Proveunce 8 


1 only, and others add too much of it. There 
are ſome in Norfol: Lyn] that uſe this Diph- 


thong inſtead of 8, as in Spoon, &c. 
Town, down, mount, our, Lour, proud, round, 


; | ſound, pound, Cow, Sow, how, now, bough, bowe, 
i e. bend the Body, are commonly pronounce'd 


with 2 8, but uopolitely if with too much of 


23 vortherly. with 8 only. 
Know, low, Bow, i. e. the Inſtrument, are 


4 noſlly ſounded with 5 8, more agrecably with 


1 


6-8, or perhaps as by ſave with 6 only. 


un digg firſt, 7 as ſhort as poſſible, add to 


it in the fame Breath 4 long, and that will 


8 prove 


be Mis er 
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prove the genuin Engliſh Sound of i long. 
which among us commonly paſſes for a imple 
Vowel. 
All Foreigners pronounce that Letter with 
; the fimple Vowel 4, and they that pronounce 
this Diphthong write it with other Letters, 
Many of our own Nation inſtead of this Diph- 
thong pronounce 1 4, others 5-4, and North 
Countrymen as Foreigners do, 4 only; as, for 
_ Chriſt, Chraift Chroiſt, Chreeſt. 
4 is a Diphthong commonly pronounced 
in Syllables ſpelt with oi, oy, which ſounding 
ſomewhat broad is ſometimes evaded by pro- 
nouncing 7 - 4; ſome Perſons endeavour to make 
a Diphthong of 6-4, The Notes on the ſup- 
poſe'd Conſonants w and y make it leſs neceſſa- 
ry to remark as Diphthongs many Syllables, 
which the attentive Reader, who diſcerns thoſe | 
two Letters to be Vowels, cannot mils obſerving, 
1 know no Diphthong beginning with the 
gth: thoſe that end with it are very numerous, 
i! not worth Notice for any Reaſon but this, 
that becauſe the gth is but juſt heard in them 
and if not heard at all is hardly to be miſs d. | 
an unwary Reader may be impoſe'd upon, and 
fancy himſelf to diſcover new ſimple Vowels. 
Thus much may ſerve to ſhew how Diph- 
thongs are form'd by the Voice, How their 
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Characters may be compounded, he may take 


Pattern by ſuch as occur in the Specimen Plate | 


10, or may put them together himſelf in what 


Manner he like's beſt. 


For Exerciſe in them, firſt take the Words by 


that are here exemplifie'd; write each Word 


(in common Writing) as many Times over at 
leaſt as there are various Pronunciations here 


mention'd, then over its Vowel or Diphthong 
ſet that ſimple or compounded Character which 


repreſent s it's ſimple or compounded Sound; 


and do it over to anſwer every Variety of Pro- 


' nunciation that you remember, and diſtinguiſh 
that you like beſt yourſelf, That done, with 


ſach Additions to it as your own Obſervation 


may lead you to make, it will be uſefull to 
take any Engliſh Book of ſmall Value, that is 
but printed in a good fair large Letter, and 


with your Pen ſet over head of the Vowels and 


: Diphthongs, their reſpective Characters denote- 


ing how they are or ought to be pronounce d. 
When you find yourſelf able to perform it 
without much Difficulty, then imploy yourſelf 


in marking the Vowels and Diphthongs, ac- 
cording to their approve'd Pronunciation, in 


ſome good Catalogue of Engliſh Words. And 
if you never happen to proceed to get a Swift 


2 2 : Hand 
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ES. a. E NP 1 X. 
Hand at Writing, you will nevertheleſs have 


done ſomewhat towards forming a Standard, by 


which the various Pronunciations of our com- 
mon Language may be diſtinctly regiſter'd and 
compare'd, and probably in Time be brought 
nearer to o Unity and Analogy. 
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ADVERTISE MENT. 


TN order to preſerve my own Right in this 


and all fair Purchaſers, in detecting counterfeit, 
or ſurreptitious Copies, I do in all Copies given 
or ſold by me, or my Order, with my own 
Fand ſubſcribe my Name. „ . 
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